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of her marriage; Mr. Grote had said it must be s<vand she
endeavoured to mate the best of it. The winter was
unwontedly rigorous, the close air of the small court was un-
wholesome, and a casual indisposition led to a premature
labour in January, 1821. A male infant was born, which
lived only one week Being an eight months* child, and
brought forth under the circumstances indicated above, it
could not have been expected to live, although pronounced
to be a fine boy.

This premature delivery was followed by puerperal fever,
of so virulent a character that, after three days, Dr. Batty
indicated to George Grote his conviction that there could
Ibe but one termination to the disorder. At the end of
the sixth day (during six days and nights she had been
delirious, and had been kept alive by an occasional spoonful
of barley-water, poured down her throat by the nurse) Dr.
Batty discerned, not without astonishment as he confessed, a
slight diminution in the pulse. A crisis had supervened;
her naturally fine constitution had enabled her to resist the
brain fever, which apparently had burnt itself out, and she
was saved.

Not to dwell upon the miserable circumstances which
accompanied her slow convalescence, I pass to the subject
of George Grote's mental course during the years of his
married life.

He composed an essay on Parliamentary reforta in 1821,
writing it. for the most part at the bedside of his wife,
who, slowly recovering from her terrible illness, had been
conveyed in a bed-carriage to Hampstead, to a small but
cheerful house on Downshire Hill, near the Heath. This
essay was published as a pamphlet, and may be considered
as G. Grote's coivp d'essai in literary composition. It pur-
ported to be a reply to an article in the ' Edinburgh Review,'
by Sir James Mackintosh, and was expressly directed against
the theory of class representation. As a piece of political
controversial writing this work must be allowed a claim to
resect, and moreover it is a creditable specimen of nervous,
